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· Thank you Taoiseach.  And to the members of the media here, I would like to once again welcome you to be part of what I believe is an historic announcement; 

· These plans represent the culmination of long years work – from the development of the overall vision to the wide-scale demolitions that have, literally, cleared the way for the regeneration to begin;

· Overall we are looking at an ambitious scheme of 26 projects that will see new housing, a new transport network, new school campuses, new primary health care centres, with the needs of children, youth and families at the heart of the new community, recreation and skills training facilities to be provided across the city;

· But, for the people of Moyross, Southill, Ballinacurra Weston and St. Mary’s Park, these projects mean much more that that.  They show that this Government has listened to their problems, we have heard them, and now we are willing to work with them to rebuild their communities;

· This plan is about much more than new buildings.  It will help children to stay longer in school, it will allow them to play safely without fear, it will help mothers, fathers, and young people to find jobs, and hopefully it will do more than just stop the cycle of decline of these areas;

· It will rebuild these communities from the ground up.  It will breakdown barriers of social exclusion.  It will have a citywide effect, integrating communities, expanding opportunities, and even acting as a catalyst for change in the whole region;

· Limerick is an important Gateway under the National Spatial Strategy and, as such, is critical to the overall development of the region.  This regeneration, with the associated new economic opportunities, will be a key element in delivering on this aspiration;

· On the housing front I am committed to providing over 850 new and refurbished social housing units, and the associated enabling works, at a total cost of €160m over the next four and a half years. Together with the the delivery of other Departments projects outlined in the plan, I’m confident that we will see a renewal of owner occupied homes and of private housing investment returning to these areas.  

· The Taoiseach has already talked about the buy-in across the whole of the public sector to these phase one plans and I would like to take this opportunity to thank my colleagues for their unstinting support in this regard;  
· Regeneration is not just about bricks and mortar, it is about building and supporting communities, it is about creating employment opportunities, it is about ensuring a safe, secure living environment for people.  And as such, it requires a whole of Government approach;

· In particular, I would like to thank the Minister for Justice and the Garda Commissioner who have already done sterling work in finding the necessary resources for significant numbers of additional Gardaí, as well as the deployment of specialist units and criminal assets training for specialist officers in Limerick;

· I would also like to thank the Ministers for Finance, for Education and Skills,  for Transport, for Community, Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs, for Health, as well as the Minister for Children, among others, who have all undertaken to find the necessary funding from within constrained budgets to make sure we deliver this regeneration;

· In support of the large scale public physical investment now to be made, we are also agreed to provide a further €5 million over each of the next five years to build up the social fabric of these communities.  To build job skills, to support education initiatives, to offer new community and recreational opportunities;

· For my part  on top of the €25m I have made available for the project in 2010,  I would like to announce that I will be making a further €10 million available this year, in order to fast-track the enabling works, including acquisitions, demolition and site preparation, to facilitate the early construction of new housing and other important infrastructural projects.
·   This additional investment will, I hope, go some way to kick starting the capital investment element of the regeneration, as well as creating some much needed employment;

· I expect that by the end of the year we will have broken ground on two new housing projects at Cliona Park in Moyross and at Lord Edward Street serving Ballinacurra Weston, with the new crèche at St. Mary’s Park, with significant funding from the Childcare Investment Programme,  almost completed;
· To make sure that we can deliver this complex, multi-faceted plan over this relatively short period of just four and a half years, I intend to amalgamate the two Limerick Regeneration Agencies into a single Agency, led by a new, more strategically focused Board.  The new Agency will determine and implement the components of a rolling programme for delivery of this Phase 1 plan, with regular progress reports at local level and to Government;
· With the Taoiseach, I feel strongly that we must ensure that the regeneration of Limerick is successfully delivered and I will do my utmost to make sure that this happens;
· We have an opportunity here to make a real change in people’s lives and open up opportunities in Limerick City.  We are already investing heavily in these areas in policing, in child and family services, in education and sports development, but we have not yet made the real breakthrough that is necessary.  We need to implement this plan fully if we are to, on all fronts, deal with the severe issues in Limerick and build our new, sustainable communities from the ground up. 
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