[image: image1.jpg]\Y)

Comhshaol, Oidhreacht agus Rialtas Aitiil
Environment, Heritage and Local Government




An Taoiseach and the Minister for Housing and Local Services, Mr. Michael Finneran T.D., announce Government support for 26 new regeneration projects worth €337million for Limerick City

An Taoiseach with his colleague Mr. Michael Finneran T.D., Minister for Housing and Local Services, announced today (18 June 2010) that the first phase of the ambitious Limerick Regeneration Programme, incorporating 26 new regeneration projects worth €337million, would get underway this summer.  “This Government is about renewal, whether it is economic renewal or renewing some of our most disadvantaged communities” said An Taoiseach at the official launch of the Phase 1 Implementation Plan.  Despite the challenges currently facing the Exchequer, An Taoiseach indicated that the transformational plans had whole of Governmental support and that funding for the plan, to be delivered over the next four and a half years, had been secured within a number of Department’s budgets.  “I consider the regeneration initiative in Limerick to be of the utmost importance, both for the communities and families living in the city, but also as a demonstration of this Government’s ability to deliver complex projects across the whole of the public sector”.  Highlighting the importance of delivering private sector investment as well as public investment, An Taoiseach indicated that an Inter-Departmental Group has already been established “to develop proposals in the coming months for a scheme of economic, employment and social regeneration incentives needed to deliver on the regeneration of these areas.”

Minister Finneran welcomed the Taoiseach’s remarks and added “For the people of Moyross, Southill, Ballinacurra Weston and St. Mary’s Park, the approval of these projects show that this Government has listened to their problems, we have heard them, and are delivering on our commitment to work with them to rebuild their communities” On the housing front, he promised “I am committed to providing over 850 new and refurbished social housing units, and the associated enabling works, at a total cost of €160m over the next four and a half years.”

He thanked, in particular the Ministers for Finance, for Education and Skills, for Transport, for Community, Equality and Gaeltacht Affairs, for Health, as well as the Minister for Children, for their ongoing support for enhanced service delivery in the areas, in addition to their capital commitment to the phase one plans.  “Regeneration is not just about bricks and mortar”, he said, “ and it is about ensuring a safe, secure living environment for people, to build job skills, support education initiatives, and offer new community and recreational opportunities.  The Government have agreed to provide a dedicated €5 million fund in each of the next five years to deliver enhanced public services to protect the social fabric of these communities.  I look forward also to the announcement of economic incentives to bring private sector interest into these forgotten areas” he added.

Minister Finneran was also pleased to announce that, on top of the €25 million already allocated in 2010, he is making available an additional €10 million in 2010 in order to fast-track the enabling works, including acquisitions, demolition and site preparation, to facilitate the early construction of new housing and other important infrastructural projects. “I expect that this additional funding in 2010 will provide an important kick start to this process, creating much needed employment” the Minister added. “I expect that by the end of the year we will have broken ground on two new housing projects at Cliona Park in Moyross and at Lord Edward Street serving Balinacurra Weston, while the new crèche at St. Mary’s Park, with significant funding from the Childcare Investment Programme, will be almost completed”

The Limerick Regeneration Programme – Phase 1 Implementation plan, as outlined in the attached list, is a mixture of wider strategic infrastructure projects and specific local area projects covering new housing, a new road transport network, new educational campuses, the upgrading of many existing estates, and  a range of sports, enterprise, and community facilities over the next four and a half years.  

Minister Finneran continued “I intend to amalgamate the two Limerick Regeneration Agencies into a single Agency, led by a new, more strategically focused Board.  The new Agency will determine and implement the components of a rolling programme for delivery of this Phase 1 plan, with regular progress reports at local level and to Government.”
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Limerick Regeneration Project list

	
	Category and Project
	Estimated Cost (millions)

	Sustainable Strategic Objectives (with regional benefits) - Total €90 million

	1.
	Coonagh/Knocklisheen (part of the Northern Distributor) Road
	€43.1

	2.
	Access from Southern Ring Road
	€7

	3.
	Upgrading of Childers Road
	€5

	4.
	Commercial, Sport, Recreation, and Community Facilities
	€6.5

	5. 
	Civic Hub Buildings in Moyross including Employment, Community, Health Care, Youth, Education, Children, and Local Government facilities.
	€32.17

	Sustainable Economic and Enterprise Development – Total €16 million

	6.
	Marketing Sites
	N/A

	7.
	Land Purchases
	€10

	8.
	Integrated Employment and Enterprise Services
	€6.02

	Sustainable Housing - Total €116 million

	9.
	New housing at Cliodhna Park – 36 units
	€6.49

	10 & 12
	Housing refurbishment in Moyross and Southill – 248 units
	€18.9

	11 & 14
	New sheltered housing in Southill and St. Mary’s Park – 61 units
	€10.15

	13.
	Traveller specific housing in Southill – 6 units
	€1.29

	14, 17, 18 & 19
	Other replacement housing projects for Moyross, Southill, Ballinacurra Weston and St. Mary’s Park – 440 units
	€66.51

	15.
	New housing at Lord Edward Street – 70 units
	€15.35

	Sustainable Community and Social Development - Total €40 million

	20.
	Clustering of schools – St. Mary’s Park
	€5.65

	21.
	Community crèche – St. Mary’s Park
	€1.2

	22.
	Reorganisation of primary school educational facilities – Southill
	€11.65

	23.
	Health and community development – Ballinacurra Weston
	€13.12

	24.
	Integrated Youth Centre, Southside
	€10.17

	25.
	Primary Healthcare Facility – St. Mary’s Park
	N/A

	Other - Total €70 million

	26.
	Social inclusion activities
	€25

	
	Enabling Works
	€41.62

	
	Overall Total
	€336.9














