Press Release:

The first housing construction scheme as part of the limerick Regeneration Programme starts today (2nd August 2011).

Clancy Construction who was selected through a public procurement process by the Regeneration Agencies go on site today at Cliona Park Moyross to begin construction on;

· 33 new homes consisting of 20 apartments for older persons and 13 houses for families.
· The cost of the project is € 4.7 million

· The period of construction will be 15 months

· The project will create in the region of 70 jobs during the course of construction

This a small but very significant milestone in the implementation of the Limerick Regeneration Master Plan and is one of several such schemes that are being designed and planned throughout the four Regeneration areas with the objective of rebuilding these areas/communities that have suffered from serious social problems and dereliction for many years.

The Regeneration Agencies are very conscious that overall the physical construction element of the Master Plan has been slow and that we are nearly two years behind our original building targets, however if the very significant change in the economic situation over the last three years is taken into account then the event today can be seen as a reasonable achievement.

But there is still a very long way to go and the momentum created and the progress made up to now must be maintained and where possible enhanced.
Progress made so far:  (some examples)
700 houses demolished

300 families re-housed over the last three years

100 additional Gardai

New CCTV Systems

Reduction in crime levels

Stronger Community policing

Serious criminality targeted

New family support measures

New support services for children and youth

Roll out of behaviour programmes in schools

New community sports centre at Galvone industrial estate

New all weather pitch/Handball alley in Moyross
New all weather pitch due to start in St Mary’s Park

New all weather Pitch planned for Ballinacurra Weston

Strong local structures now in place to facilitate participation and involvement from residents and community groups.

Master Plan in place, first phase implementation proposals approved by Government in June 2010, strong support from new Government.
Four Regeneration areas;
Moyross
St Mary’s Park
Ballinacurra Weston
Southill
